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Welcome to the Spring/Summer
2010 edition of the NTFP Net-
work Newsletter. This edition
focuses on activities related to
gathering and exchanging infor-
mation on nontimber forest
resources. The period since the
last newsletter saw three major
national/international meetings
on NTFEPs in BCQuebeg and
Nova ScotiaWe are also pleased
to announce the creation of a
Knowledge Centre that will act
as a conduit for ugo-date and
relevant information on NTFPs,
rural diversification, and small
scale resource management.

There are also a number of de-
velopments to report on the
organizational/human resources
front. The Centre for Non

Timber Resources at Royal
Roads University is getting out of

the 6nond
the NTFP business) with a name
change to 6The
hoods and

editors, Caroline (with her part-

c r&etctg dnd dctfiifies Ilrohlv el
Ec ol 09 Y¥fhss cEhAdand bcca¥ichly

bining the two newsletters into
one. But there will be no short-

businegs o drde s we Qoh-

tinue to bring you news about

K . beyond. Wedre also
ner Julien), will have welcomed a nor change in format. Some
lnew bgby b?’_ t::e time the news- readers have expressed frustra-
etter |s.pub ished. Hegrty con- tion over article splitting to ac-
gratulations on the arival of a commodate the bilingual design.
new mushroom harvester! Caro- To address this we.
I|.ne has kindly offered to con- articles in a row in one language,
tlnug work on the ne\ivsletter and reverse the order from edi-
whil e sheds on Iﬁoﬂt\()gditionbUt we wi ||
keep any demands on her (from _ _
our side at least) to the mini- PIea;e keep the ideas for articles
mum. For those of you that have ~ €0Ming, and have a great sum-
received a separ P¢e 6Beneath the
Treesd newsletter focused on the

NTFP scene in BC, we are com-

Tim and Caroline

I'information et le partage des c

Bienvenue | 0 ® dies tonmaiasangagui aua e mp our : « The Centre for Liveli-

été 2010 du bulletin du réseau

comme réle de regrouper toutes hoods and Ecology - Le Centre

canadien des PFNL. Cette édition les informations pertinentes et a
se concentre sur les activités jour sur les PFNL, la diversifica-
i ®es 7 | a
doinformation

forestiéres non ligneuses. Depuis Nous nous devons aussi de vous

le dernlgr bulletin tr0|s rencqn— reporter certains développe-
tres majeures de niveau national enis 4 coté organisationnel et
et international se sont déroulées humain. Le €entre for Non-

concern.ant I.es PFNL, soit en Timber Resourceg  d u
ColomblgBrltanmque (C.B.!)sne sité «Royal Roads se retire de
en anglais seulement], QEDEC o aines activés moins

et enNouvelleECOSSeNOUS 4 g 4 f $ (maisrpassles activi-
sommes aussi trés fiers de vous tés liées aux PFNL) et souligne

annoncer la création du
« Knowledge Centre» - Centre

cela en changeant son nom

sur les conditions de vies et sur

| 6®col ogie. De plus

r ®c o ltidn eurale &t la gestlorbd®xrésa rdgug éditeurs, Caroline (avec son
s ’saurcds & petite éehelke.o u r ¢ ecenjoint Julien), aura donné nais-

sance son premier
publication de ce bulletin. Nos
sinc res f®Iici
ce nouveau cueilleur de champig-

tati

| & Lpﬂnis!\p%rqlin_e a gentiment offert

de continuer a travailler sur le
bulletin des PFNL durant son
congé, mais nous tenterons de
réduire nos demandes (du coté

(Continue lapage9)
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International Conference on Edible Fore

By Karine Bradette the enormous potential for of Biopterre:
mushroom marketing. Many ~ mushrooms represent a verita-
topics were covered over the  ble myceeconomy for the
two-day period, including regions. Following the example
knowledge and resource man- set by countries like Spain and
agement, harvesting, marketing France, this emerging industry
must be properly structured in
order to sustainably develop
this resource."

60 Qu®b

From November 30 to De-
cember 1, 2009 thérst inter-
national seminar on edible
forest mushrooms with com-
mercial potentialvas held at
Chateau Bonne Entente in the and the positive socio

city of Québec. An enthused economic spiroffs this indus-
gathering of some 120 people try can bring to certain coun-
from across Québec and else- tries. Group sessions held at Biopterre's Bioproducts Devel-
where were in attendance. the end of each day allowed 1ot Centre established in
This conference made it possi- Participants to exchange and - 5447 gynnorts businesses in
ble to begin to understand the Share their knowledge and the innovation and develop-
socio-economic potential of ~ views on this much sought ment of bioproducts from

wild mushrooms from Queé-  after resource. Participant agriculture and agroforestry.
becds forests

A log inoculated with
mushrooms at Shop
the Wild 2005.

represent a
veritable myco-
economy for the
regions. Following
the example set

by countries like

Spain and France,

this emerging
industry must be
properly
structured in order
to sustainably
develop this

resource.

constructive projects currently tential in this area. However,
underway in Quebec. everyone agreed it is impor-

3 . . . tant to find alternative solu-
Mr. J. André Fortin, a biologist .. .
tions, such as mycotourism,

and ?SSOC'ate p.rofessor at the sale of cultivated mush-
Universit® Laval

of Wood and Forest Sciences,
stated: 0Thi s
really stimulated interest in
this renewable resource, and it
is now being promoted across
Québec at an accelerated
rate. o

other norrtimber forest prod-

products during the winter

to preserve this resource, in
addition to supporting biodi-

'ucr%s'tot cc')uﬁt(taréctvth% Iatg( %fs

season. Forest management in
Québec offers an opportunity

dentionialp revgaled Wt hrais college technology trans-

many different innovative and Québec has huge market po-

fer centre (CTTC) offers the
following services:

- Development of new prod-
ucts, technologies and/or proc-
esses;

Fooms and IPn% r%aark{atltngmo? nt, Improvement of existing

products, technologies and/or
processes;

- Implementation and transfer
of new technologies and/or
new operational modes;

- Technological and market

This was an international event versity and providing additional trend spotting, product regis-

with several speakers from
Europe, Mexico, the United
States and Canada discussing

income to landowners.

NTFP Information E;

NTFP Information Ex- where users can interact and
change is a free, nonprofit upload announcements and
website designed to help de- resources;

velop or expand commercial - Hundreds of free download-
nonttimber forest product able howto guides and fact
income opportunities and sheets on management and
living wage jobs on small to marketing;

mediumsized forestlands in - A searchable database with
the United Stateslt is cur- over 1,300 commercially
rently in development but known species (not including
already features: native seed);

- A discussion forum for - Links to NTFP buyer and
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According to Mr. Guy Langlais

tration and dissemination of
information to companies in
the bioproducts sector.

seller
directories;

- A gallery of free, high quality
images for commercial mar-
keting (images available soon).

www.ifcae.org/ntfp/
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New OKno

The Centre for Livelihoods and markets for natural resource
Ecology at Royal Roads Univer- based products. For example,
sity in Victoria, BC is pleased to NTFP harvesters and business
announce a successful applica- owners often express frustration
tion to the Social
Sciences and Hu- .~
manities Council
(SSHRC) Public
Outreach Dissemi-;
nation Grant pro-
gram. The one
year project,Shar- .
ing knowledge to
support rural eco-

The development of ==

an online
Knowledge Centre
will help meet the

needs of a wide

f{m

Common names of some

received full fund-

rovidin . .
R EEEE 1D ing and work is now underway.

of BCds wild

concise, plain- The economic basis of many
rural communities across Can-
ada is changing. Along with thes
changes there is increasing inter
est and activity in smadicale,
localized resource development
that offers the promise of sus-
tainable resource management
and direct social and economic
benefits to rural and/or remote
communities. The goal of this
project is to support improved
natural resource management
and development and contribute
to sustainable livelihoods in rura
areas by supplying high quality The development of an online
information to resourcebased Knowledge Centre will help meet
enterprises (including NTFP the needs of a wide range of
producers), land managers, and stakeholders by providing access
development officers, and facili- to concise, plailanguage synthe-
tating communication and col-  ses of knowledge housed in a
laboration among practitioners  centralized location and available
and relevant agencies. in both French and English. The
project objectives are to:

g sl Qpver their struggle to access

timely, relevant informationThe
NTFER Forum: Linking Research,
Policy and Economic Opportuni-
tiesrevealed that many practitio-
ners need better access to
timely, relevant information
about sustainable natural re-

of knowledge

housed in a

centralized location
and available in

both French and

English.

ment, rural diversification, busi-
ness development and the policy
and legal issues relevant to the
| sector.

These different target groups
have a variety of interests, some -summarize and organize existing
of them overlapping. They also knowledge about rural diversifi-
face a number of shared chal- cation, NTFP development, small
lenges, including accessing reli- scale resource management, and
able information on best prac- resourcebased enterprise devel-
tices, skills development and opment in Canada, focusing on
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source management and develop-

wl eddg

knowledge relevant to Aborigi-
nal, northern and remote com-
munities;

-develop an interactive web
based platform a

i Knowledge Centre -
to disseminate this

. information and to
facilitate collaboration
MBS amongst individuals and
~ agencies involved in

& rural resource manage-
ment and development;
and

-market the Knowledge
Centre and encourage
its use.

m uThe Knowledge Centre wil

provide an open dialogue fo-
rum where practitioners will
be able to communicate with
each other and with the re-
search, policy and business
communities to share ideas,
insights and knowledge. The
Centre is one part of an over-
all effort to more effectively
link NTFP practitioners across
Canada on matters of mutual
interest. We hope to create an
engaging and interactive infor-
mationsharing platform that
will encourage longerm ac-
tive use by a variety of users.

Your input is welcomed. If

you have any suggestions

for content, media or gen-

eral comments, please let

us know. You can contact

the project lead, Tim Brigham,
at Tim.Brigham@royalroads.ca
or by calling 250.391.2600 ext.
4470.
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me'  Harmonized System Code fc

Would we benefit from the creation of new statistical subdivisions to Harmonized
System Code extensions to facilitate tracking of netimber forest product exports
from Canada?

By Shannon Berch, Sinclair Tedd@F, local economies. nized Commodity Descrip-
Sylvie Richard and Tom Hobb}0 assist government in un- tion and Coding System).
derstanding the dynamics of The HS Codes are coordi-
In February 2008, we submit- the industry and to help sup- nated by the World Customs
ted a proposal to Statistics ~ port investment, it is desir-  Organization in Brussels, and
Canada to request the initia- able to develop a more regu- adhered to by at least 183
tion of HS Code extension  lar insight into the value, countries.
refinement. The proposal volume, and temporal and
focused on 5 important Ca-  spatial scales of the NTFP
nadian nortimber forest harvest. For governments,
products (NTFPs): Canada knowledge of the NTFP in-  of product. The HS Code
yew, salal, pine mushroom  dustry will aid in refining system presently lumps
(matsutake), chanterelle, and forest management practices NTFPs together in general
morel. The proposal was to better support this sector, categories with other prod-
initiated by the group of us  and in developing potential  ucts. For instance, mush-
who are associated with social benefit packages for  rooms are classed into two
different agencies, including harvesters. It will also aid our main categories: 1) mush-
the British Columbia Ministry ability to more accurately rooms of the genug\garicus
of Forests and Range, Royal monitor indicators of forest  (the common button mush-
Roads University, and Natu- production as required un-  room bought in stores), and
ral Resources Canada der the Montreal Process 2) mushrooms of other gen-
(NRCan), and was supported (1993). Furthermore, this era. This second category
by many others. knowledge will help Canada groups all wileharvested
meets its obligations under  mushrooms into one cate-

An HS Code is a sixigit
number that identifies a class

0. . .th
desire to develop

a more regular

insight into the

value, volume,

and temporal

and spatial

scales of the

NTFP

har

Why did we make such a
proposal? As we all know,
the harvest, processing, and
export of NTFPs represent
an important sector of eco-

the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United
Nations as it pertains to its
Global Forest Resources
Assessment, where Canada

nomic activity in Canada. The has to report on the removal
NTFP harvest activity across and value of NTFP from Ca-
Canada is estimated to range nadian forests and other

from $725 million (Wetzel et
al. 2006) to $1 billion

(Duchesne et al. 2000) annu-

ally. At present, estimates of
harvested product volume

wooded lands. For industry
and investors, reliable infor-
mation on the value of the
resource and on existing
market can support the de-

and value are based on peri- velopment of stronger busi-

odic collection of informa-
tion from a sample of buyers
and exporters, or from ex-
port/import data. This data is

based on a variety of species tracking of the NTFP harvest

ness cases.

The most efficient method to

develop a system of regular

and products, not specifically in Canada is to identify im-

restricted to the species of
interest. As a result, we are
unable to observe trends in

portant NTFP products as
they are exported from the
country. Exports from Can-

resource use and understand ada are identified with Har-

the role that NTFPs play in
national, provincial, regional

monized System Codes (HS
Codes, International Harmo-
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gory along with cultivated
oyster mushrooms, shiitake
and the like. This grouping
makes it almost impossible
to get data on the value of
pine mushrooms exported
to Japan or morels exported
to Europe or the majority of
other NTFPs. The only ex-
ceptions to this general cate-
gorization of NTFP are
Christmas trees, wild blue-
berries and maple products.

Under the present system,
countries are granted the
opportunity to append up to
four additional digits to the
HS Code for internal track-
ing purposes. The Japanese,
for example, have a specific
HS Code to track matsutake
imports. There is benefit in
coordinating the assignment
of HS Code extensions with
trading partners. Our main



